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AUGUSTINE, aw'gustine, or AUS'TIN,
saint, the Apostle of the English, flourished
at the close of the sixth century. He was
sent with forty monks by Pope Gregory I
to introduce Christianity into Saxon Eng-
land, and was kindly received by Ethelbert,
king of Kent, whom he converted, baptizing
10,000 of his subjects in one day in the River
Swale.
AUGUS'TUS, caius julius caesar octa-
vianus (63 b. c.-A. d. 14), the first of the
Roman emperors, originally called Caius
Octavius. He was the son of Caius Octavius
and Atia, a daughter of Julia, the sister of
Julius Caesar. After Caesar's death
Octavius returned to Rome to claim Caesar's
property and avenge his death, and now took,
according to usage, his uncle's name with the
surname Octavianus. After a struggle with
Antony, in which Antony was overcome,
Octavianus succeeded in getting himself
chosen consul, and soon afterwards, having
effected a reconciliation with Antony, he
formed, with him and Lepidus, the second
triumvirate. This alliance resulted in a
proscription, in which three hundred sena-
tors and two thousand knights were put to
death.
The next year Octavianus and Antony de-
feated the republican army under Brutus and
Cassius at Philippi, and the victors then
divided the Roman world between them,
Octavianus taking the West, Antony the East
and Lepidus Africa. Sextus Pompeius, who
had made himself formidable at sea, was now
put down; and soon after, Lepidus, who had
hitherto retained an appearance of power,
was deprived of all authority and retired into
private life. Antony and Octavianus now
shared the Empire between them; but while
the former, in the East, gave himself up to a
life of luxury and alienated the Romans by
his alliance with Cleopatra and his adoption
of Oriental manners, Octavianus skilfully
cultivated popularity and soon declared war
against the queen of Egypt. The naval vic-
tory of Aetium, in which the fleet of Antony
and Cleopatra was defeated, made Oeta-
vianus master of the world, 31 b. c.
He returned to Rome, celebrated a splen-
did triumph and caused the temple of Janus
to be closed as a sign of universal peace.
Gradually all the highest offices of state,
civil and religious, were united in his hands,
and the new title of Augustus (sacred) was
formally conferred by the senate in 27 b. c.
Under him successful wars were carried on
in Africa and Asia, in Gaul and Spain, in
Pannonia and in Dalmatia; but the defeat of
Yarus by the Germans under Arminius, with
the loss of three legions, A. r>. 9, was a great
blow to him. He adorned Rome in such a
manner that it was said, "He found it of
brick, and left it of marble." The people
erected altars to,him, and by a decree of the
senate, the month Sextilis was called Augus-
tus. His death, which took place at Nola,
plunged the Empire into the greatest grief.
Augustus was thrice married, but had no son,
and was succeeded by his stepson, Tiberius.
During the reign of Augustus Christ was
born.
AUGUS'TUS I, frederick (Augustus II
of Poland, 1670-1733), elector of Saxony and
king of Poland. He succeeded his brother
in the electorate in 1694, and when the Polish
throne became vacant, by the death of John
Sobieski, Augustus secured it. He joined
with Peter the Great in the war against
Charles XII of Sweden. In 1704 he was de-
posed, but after the defeat of Charles at
Pultava, • the Poles recalled him. On the
death of Charles XII, Augustus concluded a
peace with Sweden.
AUGUSTUS II, frederick (Augustus
III of Poland) (1696-1763), elector of Sax-
ony and king of Poland, son of Augustus I,
succeeded his father as elector in 1733 and
was chosen king of Poland through the influ-
ence of Austria and Russia in the same year.
Assisted by Russian troops he drove Stanis-
laus Lesczynski, who sought to recover his
throne, from Poland, and in June, 1736, he
was generally accepted as king. In 1756, at
the beginning of the Seven Years' War,
Augustus aided Maria Theresa against Fred-
erick the Great, but before the end of the
year his forces had been scattered and he
himself fled from Dresden to Poland, leaving
Saxony under Frederick's dominion until the
end of the war.
AUK, a general name for certain swim-
ming birds common in the polar regions.
There are but two species of the auks proper,
the great auk and the razor-bill. The great
auk, a bird about three feet in length, was
formerly plentiful in the northern regions
and was known to visit the British Isles, but
within the knowledge of man it has become
extinct. In museums, however, there are
some seventy skins, a number of eggs and the
skeletons of still more individuals. The

